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Contributed papers will be displayed in parallel to the plenary
sessions as posters throughout the Symposium.

The conference is directed at a broad range of persons interested
in radioactive waste disposal. It will be of particular interest to
experts involved in the development of national radioactive waste
disposal strategies, developers and operators of disposal facilities,
experts involved in safety assessment and the compilation of safety
cases and regulatory authorities responsible for the licensing of
such facilities. It will also be of interest to regional and local
government authorities within whose jurisdiction radioactive waste
disposal facilities will be sited.

No registration fee is charged to participants.

The objective of the Conference is to foster information exchange
on the safety of radioactive waste disposal covering; the choice of
appropriate waste disposal options, safety standards, safety cases
for presenting safety arguments and demonstrating compliance
with standards, safety assessment methodologies and their
application, dealing with uncertainty, regulatory review and decision
making, the derivation of limits, controls and conditions to be
applied to the development and operation of disposal facilities to
ensure safety and the communication of safety issues to all
interested stakeholders and confidence development. The
conference will consider all possible disposal options available,
drawing from experience in Member States with near surface and
geological disposal facilities and those at intermediate depths and
giving consideration to any multilateral approach that may be
adopted.

The Conference programme will be based on the following
approach:

e  After the opening of the Conference the first session will
address the various types of radioactive waste that arise in
practice and the disposal options that are deemed suitable
and appropriate for their disposal. The important design
characteristic providing for safety in the different disposal
facility options will be addressed. The internationally accepted
safety standards will be discussed together with the measures
necessary to demonstrate compliance with them.

e  The conference will then consider the structure and content of
safety cases that need to be made to present the arguments
on which the safety of waste disposal facilities are based and
the supporting safety assessments. It will also deal with the
evidence necessary to support the safety arguments and the
research programmes aimed at providing such evidence.

A number of sessions will then deal with the type and extent
of safety assessment necessary for different waste disposal
facility types and designs. It will address the assessment
methodology and the information needed to undertake the
assessment. It will cover operational and post closure safety,
the expected normal evolution of the facility over time and
disruptive events, of both natural and anthropogenic origin.

The issue of uncertainty will be addressed and how it can be
dealt with in safety assessments and options for presentation
in the safety case will be discussed. Overall development of
confidence in the safety arguments and supporting
assessments will also be addressed.

The regulatory review process and related decision making
will be covered in a further session together with the
establishment and implementation of limits, controls and
conditions necessary during the development, construction,
operation and closure of facilities.

Each of the various sessions will feature a limited number of
invited keynote presentations and a summary of issues raised
in submitted papers. An expert panel will discuss the issues
arising from these presentations and those identified from the
floor.

The conclusions arising from the various sessions will be
summarised, presented and reviewed on the final day of the
conference and a set of conclusions formulated.



