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Strengthening Safe Storage of Spent Fuel 

Until last year's events in Japan, storing spent nuclear fuel that had not 

been seen as a major challenge. It had not been overlooked, but the routine 

nature of managing this fuel after its removal from the reactor core had 

reassured us that all safety aspects were sufficiently addressed. 

The Fukushima Daiichi accident, however warned us against such complacency. It is 

an inherent responsibility to continue to explore, examine and assess the significance 

of nuclear safety vulnerabilities ï including the storage of spent fuel. 

As a part of implementing the IAEA's Action Plan on Nuclear Safety, the IAEA held 

an International Expertsô Meeting on Reactor and Spent Fuel Safety in the Light of 

the Accident at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant in late March of this 

year. 

 

ñIn the session on spent fuel, over 60 experts sought to analyse the relevant technical 

aspects as well as the consequences of  incidents at wet and dry spent fuel storage 

facilities,ò says Mr Arturo Bevilacqua of the IAEA Nuclear Fuel Cycle and 

Materials Section.  

Continues on p. 3 
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Taking Care of Business 
 

Over the past year, a major focus of the business of the Division of Nuclear Fuel Cycle 

and Waste Technology has been on Fukushima-related activities. We began with the 

IAEAôs first response by participating in and leading missions to Japan. The IAEA 

Nuclear Safety Action Plan gave new focus to our activities by defining a programme 

of work to strengthen the global nuclear safety framework. You can read about many of 

our activities in previous Newsletters. 

The Nuclear Safety Action Plan included a pledge to organize International Expertsô Meetings to analyse all relevant technical 

aspects and learn the lessons from the accident. Our division worked with the Division of Nuclear Power and the Department 

of Nuclear Safety to deliver the first of these meetings. Our hard work resulted in a very successful event as you can see from 

the feature story óStrengthening Safe Storage of Spent Fuelô in this edition of the NEFW Newsletter. 

The Nuclear Safety Action Plan also calls for the IAEA to strengthen its peer reviews in order to maximize the benefits to 

Member States. We made it our business take immediate action, delivering our first mission to review plans for a spent fuel 

dry storage facility. You can read about this mission on page 4. 

Even in the face of all of this new activity, we havenôt lost sight of our core business ð delivering value to our Member States 

in all areas of nuclear fuel cycle and waste technology. A number of exciting activities represented also in this edition of the 

NEFW Newsletter deliver value to our Member States. 

Looking forward, we still have a lot of work to do. There are serious lessons to be learned form the Fukushima accident and 

we are making it our business to ensure that these lessons are captured, learned and the knowledge is shared with the Member 

States. We will also continue to deliver value in all areas of the nuclear fuel cycle, cradle to grave. And, we look forward to 

welcoming the man who will be responsible for delivering all of that value, the next director for the of Nuclear Fuel Cycle and 

Waste Technology, Mr Juan Carlos Lentijo. 

Gary Dyck, Acting Director (G.Dyck@iaea.org)  

Leadership of the Division of the 
Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste 
Technology Is Now in the Hands of 
Lentijo  

As of mid-June 2012, Mr Juan Carlos Lentijo has 

joined the IAEA as the Director of the Division of 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Waste Technology. He has 30 

years of experience in the field of nuclear energy and in 

radiation protection. Before his appointment to Vienna, 

Mr Lentijo worked as the General Director for Radiation 

Protection at Spain's nuclear regulatory authority. 

The new Director already has a good relationship and 

working contacts with the IAEA as well as with the 

Division. In addition to several meetings he has attended 

over the years, Mr Lentijo was also the Mission Team 

Leader of the International Expert Mission on 

Remediation that the IAEA organized to Japan last year. 

Mr Lentijo is succeeding Mr Tero Varjoranta who returned to his home country, Finland, earlier this year. The next volume 

of NEFW Newsletter (to be published in September) will provide Mr Juan Carlos Lentijo's insights of the future activities of 

the Division.  

At the Japanese Ministry of Environment, Environment Minister Goshi Hosono receives a 
copy of the IAEA international experts' report on the Japanese authorities' remediation 

strategies. The report was presented by Juan Carlos Lentijo, Mission Team Leader and 

Deputy Mission Team Leader Tero Varjoranta, Tokyo, 14 October. 
 


