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This session consisted of three presentations followed by a general discussion. The first presentation dealt with the legacy of uranium extraction and environmental security in the Central Asian Republics. Information about the state of the contaminated sites was not disclosed during the years of the ’Cold War’ and even now the reliability of the available information is a matter of concern. For this reason, it has been proposed that the available information should be complemented by additional surveys. By this means, reliable data would be obtained for use in the radiological assessment of the sites. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) RESCA project has included preliminary surveys of some sites and it has been concluded that radiation levels at the study sites are not very high, except at very specific locations at some sites. The assessments indicate that the inhalation of indoor radon constitutes the most important contribution to the dose of the exposed population; drinking water seems to be a less important exposure pathway. A problem to be resolved is controlling the access of people to radioactive material dumped at some of these sites. There are misconceptions among the local populations about the hazards presented by the contaminated sites and so it was stressed that decisions on intervention at these sites must be, as much as possible, based on the results of comprehensive risk assessments and not be unduly influenced by perceived hazards.

The second presentation dealt with the activities of NATO related to the remediation of legacy sites in Central Asia. The importance of international coordination was emphasized and the potential role of the IAEA in this context was emphasized.
The third presentation was dedicated to ENVIRONET – The IAEA Network on Environmental Management and Remediation which has the main aim of assisting Member States by means of enhancing the level of information exchange and dissemination and by improving capacity building in Member States. The activities of ENVIRONET are to provide coordinated support, to organize training and demonstration events, to foster information exchange and to establish a forum for discussion on issues related to environmental remediation and environmental management. ENVIRONET will be announced during the next IAEA General Conference to be held in September 2009 and the kick-off meeting for the project will take place in October 2009.

After the presentations there was an open discussion when participants were able to ask questions and make comments on the topics discussed during the session. The Chairperson started the discussion session by reminding the participants that there are several on-going and planned international initiatives in relation to remediation of uranium legacy sites. 

In the subsequent discussion, the ENVIRONET project was generally appreciated and well supported. The issues of funding and the level of support being provided for ENVIRONET were raised. The representatives of Kazakhstan volunteered to act as a focal point for ENVIRONET in the Central Asia region.
The view was expressed that a separate forum for regulators in this field is needed. On the other hand, it was suggested that ENVIRONET could serve as a forum for the discussions of regulators, operators, researchers and other stakeholders.
It was pointed out that the issue of site maintenance had not been properly addressed at the conference, that is, the arrangements necessary to ensure that remediated sites continue to provide containment of the waste materials in the long term. The IAEA guidance on this subject was referred to in stressing the importance of this subject.
