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From the presentations in Session 2, it is clear that a wide range of international organizations are well-positioned to undertake work in the remediation of lands affected by radioactive contamination in Central Asia:

 the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) with a mandate for facilitating broader environmental rights and security and heightened regional profiles; 
the European Commission, previously through its TACIS programme and now through its Instrument for Nuclear Safety and Cooperation (INSC); 
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) through its range of funds dedicated to radioactive damage prevention and remediation; 
the International Scientific Technology Center (ISTC) with its wide network of scientists, radioactive contamination database and research and development expertise; 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) as an ideal forum for cooperation with tools for establishing safety standards, knowledge transfer, technical and regulatory capacity-building; 
the World Health Organization (WHO) whose mandate includes radiation health matters; and
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) whose regional office in Central Asia has already initiated cooperation between regional actors.
Several issues permeated the presentations of the representatives of all of these organizations and of the ensuing discussion:
· The need for better coordination between international organizations (although all  organizations expressed their eagerness to engage with one another and provide expertise).
· The importance of ownership and commitment by the national host government in its approach to radioactive waste management.

· The necessity of regional, trans-boundary approaches guided by “master-plans”, or “road-maps”.

· The integration of regulatory aspects into international radiological assistance projects.

·  The need to consider the problem of environmental remediation from a multifaceted perspective, including not only direct health affects, but also lasting economic, social, and psychological consequences.

· The best ways of measuring success. Are concrete, scientific measurements and indicators the only method or should broader criteria of social contentment also play a role?

· The urgency of finally moving from talk, surveys and assessments to concrete actions.
· The ability of the aforementioned organizations to bring together interested stakeholders

Considering the discussions of the panel of speakers, these points should form the basis for any new approach for assessing the effectiveness of aid being rendered to countries, for improving the quality and relevance of the aid and for strengthening the coordination of the organizations involved in radioactive waste remediation. 
One possible scenario for cooperation, which could guide the international approach to remediation in Central Asia, is the Contact Expert Group (CEG), a model for coordination developed by the IAEA and used with much success in relation to the environmental problems in North-West Russia. A CEG for Central Asia would bring together all interested states, international organizations, donor organizations, non-governmental organizations, and independent experts for working-level meetings and annual plenary sessions. The purpose of the CEG would be to:

· Stimulate cooperation, coordination, and co-funding of remediation activities;

· Share information on past, ongoing, and planned activities in order to maximize effectiveness and avoid redundancy; 

· Exchange information on best practices and experiences to avoid repeating historical mistakes;

· Provide a stable platform with permanent membership for the elaboration of joint projects;

· Outline what specifically needs to be funded and what regional solutions are available.
A high-level political conference designed to generate awareness, political will and technical expertise in order to increase funding to support land remediation projects in Central Asia is planned (to be held in Geneva, June 29, 2009). It was suggested that this conference would provide a good forum for discussing the idea of a Central Asian CEG model in the context of land remediation.

