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GENERAL INFORMATION

Cape Town is a city of 3 million people and has a well-developed infrastructure and is the legislative capital of South Africa. It is the second largest economic city in the country and is renowned for its spectacular scenery and unique beauty. The surrounding Cape Peninsula has over 100 km of scenic mountain chain, sunny beaches, and the highest concentration of flowering plant species in the world. Cape Town has a vibrant mix of cultures and it’s CBD is regarded as the safest in the country. It has a Mediterranean climate which is temperate and free of humidity. Cape Town International Airport has been awarded “Africa’s Leading Airport” for the past four consecutive years and is 20 minutes from the CBD. It is served by 19 airlines with more than 15 direct high volume flights between Cape Town and London each week and has 4.6 million passengers using the airport and facilities each year.

Suggested shuttle services from the airport:

Godfrey tel: 083 261 9597

Classic Cape Tours tel: +27 21 6860013 or 0832517274

Magic Bus tel: +27 21 9345448

Car Hire

The following car hire companies operate from the Cape Town International Airport: 

· Tempest Car Hire tel: +27 21 424 5000 mreichert@tempestcarhire.co.za www.tempestcarhire.co.za / 

· Avis Rent a Car tel: 0800021111 or +27 21 9340808 

· Budget Car Rental tel: 0800117722 or +27 21 934021; www.budgetrentacar.co.za 
· Imperial Car Rental tel: 0800131000 or +27 21 3863239; Visit their web sites for more information. 

· For all kinds of vehicle or bus hire, with a driver, for tours visit the web site of Ikapa Tours and Travel.
VAT

The present rate of VAT is 14% and is levied on most goods and services in South Africa. Visitors to South Africa can apply for a VAT refund on certain categories of goods when departing from an International Airport. Please retain your purchase slips for this purpose, and have items ready for inspection (packed on the top in your suitcase) if you wish to apply for a refund when departing from an International Airport.

Insurance

The Congress organisers cannot accept liability for personal accidents or loss of, or damage to, private property of delegates and accompanying persons, either during or indirectly arising from the Congress. All participants should make their own arrangements with respect to health and travel insurance.

ATM's

There are ATM's (Automatic Teller Machines) available freely around the city. Please make sure that you are able to access your cards and have the correct pin numbers before arriving at the congress. You will need to obtain the correct pin numbers from your local bank before leaving your country.
Travel Information - Currency 

Currency

At present the exchange rate is about US$ 1 = 7.24 South African Rands, €1 = R9.38 and £1 = R11.89 (as at Feb 2007) and is very favourable for international visitors.

All bank facilities are available, and major credit cards are widely accepted. Foreign visitors are advised to obtain travellers cheques in South African Rands and currency in US Dollars, Euros or British Pounds before arriving in South Africa. Automatic cash dispensers (ATM - Automatic Teller Machines), which accept foreign credit cards are also available. You must have arranged your PIN (secret number) from your branch before leaving home.
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