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Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc.

(CRCPD)

A Model for Networking, Cooperation, Resource Sharing, Information Exchange and Regulation Harmonization

Abstract

The focus of the talk will be to introduce the participants to the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc. (CRCPD) and their proven methods for networking, information exchange, regulation development and standardization, and radiation protection guidance on emerging technologies. The presentation will describe how radiation control programs and staff from all 50 states in the US work collaboratively to ensure adequate radiation protection standards are uniformly applied throughout the country by pooling of resources and networking between all the states and the federal government, as well as with international members and partners. The products of CRCPD, such as the Suggested State Regulations along with other relevant informational documents, will be discussed along with how participants can access these products for use in their respective countries. CRCPD and its members represent a comprehensive radiation regulatory structure, covering all radiation sources and activities, (radioactive materials, licensing, registration, radioactive waste, x-ray, accelerators, emergency response, environmental monitoring, radon, and security). Networks are in place for all radiation issues. At the completion of this presentation, the participants will better understand a proven method to develop and implement a cooperative partnership with other countries. They will also gain knowledge on how to access CRCPD products that can be tailored for their own use and how to request technical assistance from membership

•The 50 State Radiation Control Programs in the U.S. are independent political units similar to different countries. CRCPD is an organization that provides a mechanism for these programs to share resources, information, and expertise to address the complex issues of radiation regulation. Through our working group process we provide needed products, guidance, training, and technical assistance to our members and partners. CRCPD also has formal working relationships with Federal Agencies and Organizations that either use or regulate radiation sources or are involved in radiation protection.
Purpose

· To provide a common forum for the exchange of information among state and local radiation control programs.
· To provide a mechanism for states to communicate and work with the affiliated organizations and federal government on radiation protection issues.
Mission

· To promote consistency in addressing and resolving radiation protection issues. 
· To encourage high standards of quality in radiation protection programs
· To provide leadership in radiation safety and education

What Can CRCPD Do for You

 Opportunity to network with radiation protection professionals worldwide

 Provide/Develop Needed Regulatory Products

 Provide Training 

 Provide opportunities to Serve on Working Groups/Task Forces

 Provide subject-matter experts

 Program evaluation/consultation

 Mechanism for Information Exchange and Problem-solving
Federal Agency Relationships

CRCPD, through cooperative agreements, purchase orders and various partnership programs, works very closely with the following federal agencies:

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
 Environmental Protection Agency

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Dept. of Energy

Dept. of Homeland Security


Food & Drug Administration

Dept. of Transportation



Dept. of State

Centers for Disease Control


Dept. of Agriculture

National Institute of Standards


National Academy of Sciences


National Institute of Occupational Health and Safety

International Involvement

· International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

· International Council on Radiation Protection (ICRP)

· International Radiation Protection Association (IRPA)

· OECD Nuclear Energy Agency

Formalized Liaisons

Health Physics Society
American National Standards Institute

National Council on 



American Academy 
Radiation Protection



of Health Physics

Assoc. of Physicists in Medicine
Society of Radiologic Technologists

American College of Radiology


Society of Nuclear Medicine

Committee Activities

International Outreach and Relations
(General Council)

· Enhance the relationships with international partners such as the IAEA (International Atomic Energy Agency), ICRP (International Council on Radiation Protection), other countries and organizations. 

· Provide experts to serve on international committees, IAEA RASSIA Missions, ECT.

Suggested State Regulations
(Suggested State Regulations for Control of Radiation Council)


Develops suggested state regulations for the control of radiation in the areas of radiation producing machines registration, use and inspection, and radioactive materials licensing, use and inspection.

Unwanted Radioactive Materials
 (Environmental Nuclear Council)

Develops a national system for the identification, characterization, packaging, management and disposition of unwanted or orphan radioactive sources.

Resource Recovery & Radioactivity
 (Environmental Nuclear Council)

Develops recommended response and event notification protocol when radioactivity is detected in metal and scrap, and recommends a system for reporting such incidents. Develops guidance for the disposition of contaminated scrap and guidance on the use of detectors at landfills.

Radioactive Waste Management
(Environmental Nuclear Council)

Develops guidance and recommendations for states in regulating the management of low-level radioactive waste.  

This guidance includes both technical and administrative recommendations for waste generated under the Atomic Energy Act and NARM.  

Decontamination & Decommissioning
 (Environmental Nuclear Council)

Develops recommendations for residual radiation level and exposure standards for decommissioned facilities, including guidance for adequate disposal of the waste produced by decontamination activities.

Emergency Response Planning
 (Homeland Security and Emergency Response Council)

Develops guidance for states in planning for and responding to radiological emergencies around nuclear power plants, radiological dispersion devices, and transportation accidents. This guidance includes protective actions, protective drugs, decontamination, environmental and plume analysis. Guidance is developed for all responder classifications.

Medical Practice
(Healing Arts Council)

Recommends programs and activities for state implementation to reduce administratively applied X-rays; and provide guidance for consumer/patient education in X-rays. Committees focus on quality assurance for diagnostic X-ray, mammography, and evaluation of exposure trends.

 Services of CRCPD 

Provide a website to keep interested parties informed on CRCPD activities publications, and services. 

Web address is www.crcpd.org
Coordinate and conduct an annual National Conference on Radiation Protection
Coordinate and conduct an annual National Radon Conference

Comprehensive radiation control program review for states
Accredit regional calibration laboratories

Provide guidance and training in all areas of radiation protection
Major Publications

Criteria for an Adequate Radiation Control Program
Profile of State Radiation Control Programs

Various technical reports relating to radiation protection

RDD Card/Handbook for First Responders 
Bimonthly Newsbrief
Directory of Personnel Responsible for Radiological Health

Proceedings of annual national conferences

Radon Bulletin

Directory of State and Federal Agencies Involved with Transportation of Radioactive Material

