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H.E Dr Saad Dine El Otmani
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation

International Conference on Nuclear Security:
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Mr. President
Excelencies,

Let me at the outset express my sincere thanks to the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) for organizing the International Conference on Nuclear Security: “Enhancing
Global Efforts”.

The convening of this conference today is both timely and relevant. It is timely
because it takes place in the wake of the Washington and Seoul Nuclear Security Summits,
and on the eve of the upcoming 2014 Hague summit. It is relevant also because nuclear
security is considered nowadays a major issue, not only for the countries that pursue nuclear
energy programs, but also for developing countries use radioactive sources applications in the
fields related to medicine, industry, research, amongst others.

Mr, President
Excellencies,

If international efforts have focused over the past decades on several aspects relating
to human security, food security, environment and health security, then the important
challenges of nuclear security stem from the likelihood of occurrence of nuclear accidents and
other radiation incidents, most notably the Chernobyl and Fukushima events. This makes the
security and safety of nuclear installations, a major challenge threatening human life, health,
and environment.

The challenges of nuclear security are no longer limited to ensuring high standards of
security and safety of nuclear installations, but the spectre of nuclear terrorism should be
considered a major threat to international peace and security in light of the growing
phenomenon of terrorism and illicit trafficking of nuclear and radioactive materials.

Thus, our meeting today is an opportunity to address the efficiency and effectiveness
of the central role of International Atomic Energy Agency in strengthening nuclear security,
and coordinating international initiatives, as well as exploring ways and means for enhancing
international cooperation, to ensure security and nuclear safety.

Indeed, the important role played by the International Agency for Atomic Energy, as a
depository of key international treaties and conventions related to nuclear security and non-
proliferation, lies in achieving the universality for the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Since its creation, the International Atomic Energy Agency has played a key role in
the promotion and strengthening of the Global Framework for Nuclear Safety and Security.
The IAEA has sought, for decades, to keep up with and coordinate international efforts aimed
at enhancing nuclear security, in compliance with the UN Security Council resolutions and
other international initiatives, such as the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism
(GICNT) and the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), in addition to the Washington and
Seoul nuclear security summits, which placed priority to securing nuclear facilities.

It is also the Kingdom’s view that it is necessary to strengthen international
cooperation in the field of nuclear security, and raise awareness on the dangers of cyber
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terrorism and its negative impact on nuclear security, with the support of the IAEA and
Member States. In this regard, the Kingdom welcomes the importance of strengthening
international cooperation to assist States in carrying out its responsibilities and obligations in
the field of nuclear security. On the basis of its 2014-2017 Action Plan, the role of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) remains of high importance in helping States to
establish a permanent and effective national system in the field of nuclear security, within the
framework of Integrated Nuclear Security Support Plan (INSSP).

The Kingdom of Morocco believes that the efforts for international cooperation should
focus on training and capacity building, in the legal and industrial fields. In this area, the
International Nuclear Security Education Network (INSEN) and the International Network for
Nuclear Security Training and Support Centers (NSSC) play an important role.

Reinforcing international cooperation in the field of nuclear security also requires
supporting IAEA’s role in coordinating the initiatives of Member States for mutual assistance
in exchange of experiences and best practices in the security and safety of nuclear
installations; in addition to encouraging States to positive interaction with the competent
agencies, along with the International Physical Protection Advisory Service (IPPAS).

In this context, Morocco is of the view that the results of this conference should be
reflected on the 2014-2017 IAEA’s Action Plan.

Mr. President
Excellencies,

If nuclear safety and security is a national responsibility that requires from each State
to take all actions and precautionary measures for the safety of its nuclear facilities, and
ensure a high level of nuclear security and safety, the trans-boundary nature of the risks of
nuclear accidents confirms the need for international support through the promotion of
international cooperation, coordination and effectiveness.

The Kingdom of Morocco, which ratified most of the international conventions and
treaties related to nuclear security, further strengthened its legal framework by ratifying in
May 2013 the law “142-12” that establishes norms for licensing, supervision and inspection,
in the nuclear and radiological fields, and the creation of the National Agency for nuclear and
radiological Safety and Security.

Convinced of the importance of combating illicit trafficking and securing nuclear
materials and facilities, the Kingdom of Morocco has worked towards strengthening nuclear
security, from a structural perspective, through the establishment of a nuclear materials
database and the creation of a national register of radioactive sources, containing an updated
list of institutions using radioactive sources, and other relevant files under the jurisdiction of
the police.

The international cooperation between Morocco and the partner countries within the
framework of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism (GICNT) is characterized by
a new dynamic. Since the adoption of the statement of principles in Rabat, in 2006, the
Global Initiative has represented a framework for bilateral and multilateral cooperation, in
partnership with the International Atomic Energy Agency. Under the GICNT, several
workshops, seminars and practical exercises have been organized, designed to reduce risks
resulting from radiological or nuclear leakage, through mutual technical support and sharing
information, experiences and best practices.



In this regard, and within the framework of a partnership model in the field of
international cooperation that is built on positive interaction between the countries, Morocco
and Spain, in close cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Exercise
REMEX 13 last April, in Madrid, on the response of malevolent acts involving nuclear and
other radioactive materials.

This exercise examined the response following an explosion Radiological Dispersion
Device (RDD) during a transportation process. It allowed the assessment of monitoring and
means of effective coordination between the two countries, in cooperation with the
International Atomic Energy Agency. This exercise also confirmed the importance of
bilateral, regional and international cooperation in the field of early response to nuclear
accidents.

Within this same context related to international cooperation, Morocco will organize,
in cooperation with the JAEA, in November 2013, the International Conventional Exercise
“ConvEx-3”. The objective this high level exercise will test and assess countries and
international organizations’ efficiency in notifying, exchanging information, and responding
efficiently to a major nuclear or radiological emergency, as well as coordinating international
assistance.

Mr. President
Excellencies,

Morocco reaffirms the central role played by the JAEA in promoting nuclear peace
and in ensuring respect of international commitments in the framework of the safeguards for
the protection and safety of nuclear facilities. It also reiterates the role the IAEA has played in
making the Exercise REMEX-2013 successful, and the Agency’s contribution to organisation
of the exercise CONVEX-3 scheduled in November 2013, in Rabat.

The Kingdom of Morocco would like to express its willingness to participate actively
to enhancing international efforts and initiatives, in support of the promotion of nuclear safety
and security around the world. It is necessary to establish an international approach to
strengthen the capacity of countries in the field of safety of nuclear facilities and nuclear
security, whilst providing more attention to building competencies and capabilities of the
human factor, in all areas that promote a culture of nuclear safety and security.

The Kingdom of Morocco remains fully committed to maintaining a sustainable
nuclear peace around the world, contributing to the reinforcement of the international nuclear
security regime, and strengthening coordination international efforts. It is the hope we strive
to reach, in full and continuous cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency.

In conclusion, I wish all success of this Conference.

I Thank you.



