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Introduction 

• Transport of nuclear and radioactive material by sea, 

road, rail or air takes place every day around the 

world. Many of these transports cross borders and 

many States are therefore involved. 

– directly involved as the starting point or end point of 

the transport  

– indirectly involved as an “innocent” third party 

where the transport is carried out over, through or 

nearby it’s territory.  
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Transport Safety Requirements. 

• International recommendations and regulations for 

safe transport of radioactive materials have been 

developed by UN organisations and have been 

adopted by many States in order to ensure adequate 

safety during transport.  

 

• These requirements are established so that they are 

commensurate with the associated real risk. 

 

• The safety and security records for transport of 

nuclear and radioactive material are in general good. 
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Emergencies  

• In spite of all regulations and safety and security 

requirements, we know that emergencies caused 

by accidents or malevolent acts may still happen. 
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National perspective 

• A State (Government and authorities) has the general objective  

to demonstrate to the public that they always have sufficient 

information and capabilities to efficiently and effectively handle all 

kinds of events  to  minimize costs and thereby also maintain 

credibility and authority  

• In practice 

– save life 

– protect health 

– protect environment 

– minimize economical and other consequences of society 

– fulfill international obligations 

 

– provide the public with timely and adequate information 
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Responsibilities 

 

• It is the responsibility of a State to respond within its 

own jurisdiction to an emergency in the State as well 

as to emergencies abroad to protect the interests of 

the State. 
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Emergency preparedness 

• Every State should establish emergency response 

plans and capabilities for different types of nuclear and 

radiological events based on risk assessments in 

accordance with international standards and 

recommendations taking an all hazards approach. 

 

• Transport of nuclear and radioactive materials should 

therefore be included in these processes. 
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Nuclear and radiological events 

• Nuclear and radiological events attract a lot of 

attention 

• Perception of risk is often much higher than the 

”scientific” risk, but it is the percieved risk in the public 

we have to deal with. 

• The half life of some radioactive nuclides is very long 



www.nrpa.no 

Transport Emergencies 

 

• Non site specific planning. It can happen anywhere. 

• It may happen in States with no infrastructure, plans or 

capabilities at all.  

• The transport and the details of the transport often 

unknown to authorities . 

• Information details of the transport to be found in a 

foreign State. 

• A transport event may require specific capabilities  
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Challenges 

• Planning for the unknown when information is not 

available. 

• Responding in a timely manner when timely response 

depends on international communication. 

• Resources required to respond to an emergency 

easily exceeds the capability of a stricken State, 

especially those with no or very limited capabilities to 

react at all. 
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Recommendation 

• States and international organisations should continue 
to strengthen safety requirements for transport of 
nuclear and radioactive materials and to ensure their 
timely implementation. 
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Recommendation 

• States and international organisations should continue 

their efforts to establish better mechanisms for 

providing adequate advance information about  

transports to States that might be affected should an 

emergency occur in order to allow a better and more 

timely response to the emergency. 

 Due attention should be paid to the confidentiality 

issue to ensure that safety or security is not 

compromised. 

 A better information exchange among States could 

also enhance security measures. 
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Recommendation 

• States and international organisations should 

enhance their efforts to improve international 

cooperation concerning response to different types 

of nuclear and radiological emergencies during 

transport and in particular further enhance 

international assistance capabilities for such events. 

  

 (This could also reduce the number of denials of 

shipments). 
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Final remark 

• We all recognise the benefit from use of nuclear and 

radioactive materials and that transport is necessary 

to have this benefit. 

• We also recognise the benefit from having in place the 

best possible procedures and capabilities for response 

to emergencies during transport of nuclear and 

radioactive materials. 

 

• Let us work together to achieve this. 


